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To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Shaftesbury  Borough  Council 


Madam  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958. 

The  report  is  prepared  and  -will  be  circulated  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935  and  1951. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  remains! 
satisfactory.  There  was  no  undue  incidence  of  infectious  disease.  The 
vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

For  the  first  time  in  these  reports,  I  have  referred  to  the 
potential  danger  to  the  public  health  from  radiation  hazards,  and  the 
vigilance  which  will  have  to  be  exercised  by  Environmental  Health 
Authorities  on  this  subject. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Teasdale,  your  Public  Health  Inspector, 
for  his  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year  and  for  his  assistance  in 
preparing  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk,  Mrs.  J.  Sammons  for  her  efficient 
services. 


I  would  also  like  to  thank  you.  Madam  and  Gentlemen,  for  your 
courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


UOupcoa. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area  —  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  value:  1st  April  1959  -  £4.1,011. 

Production  of  a  penny  rates  1958/59  £154  (estimate) 

19,59/60  —  £156  (estimate) 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  -  3,420 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Female. 


Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pops 
=  16.7 


Comparative  Rates 

(a)  Shaftesbury  Borough  (b)  England 

&  Wales. 


17.3 


16.4 


Male. 


Total  23 
Legitimate  22 
Illegitimate  1 

STILLBIRTHS 
Total  1 


DEATHS 

Total  15 


Deaths  in 
infants  under 
one  year  Nil 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  &  stillbirths 
=  17.2 


25  Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pep: 

=  11.4 

Infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 
1  live  births 
=  17.5 


17.2  21.6 


9.0  11.7 


17.5  22.5 


125A.  .1-957.  1956.  1955. 


Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 
"  Tuberculosis 
”  Cancer  of  the  Lungs 
”  "  Other  Cancer 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 
"  Other  Heart  or  Vascular 
disease 
"  Influenza 
n  Pneumonia 

Motor  vehiale  accidents 
"  All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Leukaemia  &  Aleukemia 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

0. 

09 

8 

7 

8 

8 

15 

15 

_ 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

B.  Nature  of  the  District 


Shaf tes'bury  is  an  ancient  Borough  with  strong  historical  connections. 
It  is  a  market  town  supplying  the  requirements  of  the  farming  community  in 
the  surrounding  districts.  Its  principal  industries  and  trades  include 
glove  making  and  the  local  central  depots  for  the  Southern  Electricity 
Board  and  Post  Office  Engineers  are  stationed  there*  A  Government  Radio 
Station  is  also  within  its  boundaries. 

C.  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  District. 


The  personal  health  services,  including  the  home  nursing  and  domestic 
home  help  service  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  no  comm  sit  is 
called  for  with  regard  to  them* 

The  ambulance  services  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Council 
using  the  St*  John  Ambulance  Brigade  as  their  agent*  An  efficient  service 
has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  hospital  services  are  provided  by  the  Salisbury  and  the  Bournemouth 
and  West  Hants  Hospital  Management  Committees,  the  local  hospital  being  the 
Westminster  Memorial  Hospital,  having  in-patient  beds,  an  out-patient  depart¬ 
ment  and  a  maternity  annexe. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Salisbury  Laboratory  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Prophylactic  .Thnoculat ions . 

Preventive  iunoculation  against  infectious  disease  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  bounty  Council,  through  its  School  Medical  and  Child  Welfare  services 
and  the  Private  Medical  Practitioner  service. 

The  normal  programme  for  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
small  pox  and  t  etanus  was  interfered  with  by  the  demands  of  the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  scheme. 

During  the  year  the  following  treatments  were  carried  out. 

Poliomyelit  is, 

488  of  those  eligible  for  treatment  received  the  two  primary  innoculations 
during  the  year*  As  no  private  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough  under¬ 
took  treatments  the  whole  burden  of  treatment  fell  upon  the  County  medical 
staff. 


It  is  estimated  that  at  least  70%  of  the  children  in  the  age  group 
0-15  years  had  received  primary  treatment  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

23  children  received  the  two  primary  treatments  and  eight  a  'booster* 
treatment. 

Whooping  Cough* 

28  children  received  the  three  primary  treatments  and  eight  'booster* 
treatment. 

Tetanus, 

11  children  received  the  three  primary  treatments. 

Small  pox. 


30  children  received  primary  vaccination,  this  being  approximately  60% 
of  the  babies  bom  during  the  preceding  year. 
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D.  Bnvir or jnen tal  Heal  th  Services. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  -  Noel  F.  Pearson „ 

M.R.C.S. ,  L.Ric.P. ,  D.P.H. 

He  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  four  other  District  Councils 
in  the  North  Dorset  Area  and  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  to  the  Dorset 

County  Council, 


The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote  to  his  duties  with  your  Council 
is  something  less  than  one  half  day  per  week. 

Public  Health  Inspector  (Part  time)  -  William  Norman  Teasdale, 

M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Certificate  of  R.S.H.  & 

S. I.E. J.B. 

Certificate  of  R.S.H.  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods, 

Technical  Assistant  (Part  time)  -  Philip  Stroud. 

Clerical  Staff  (Part  time  )  *=*  One  shorthand  typist/ cite  rk 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

At  Barton  Hill,  the  low  level  of  the  wells  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
gradually  improved  during  the  first  four  months,  remained  static  over  the  summer 
months,  and  then  rose  steadily  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  moment 
this  improvement  shows  every  sign  of  continuing.  The  total  annual  yield  from 
the^ wells  was  41  ,536,000  gallons,  an  overall  increase  over  the  previous  year 
of  1,519,000  gallons,  or  an  average  increase  of  just  over  4,000  gallons  per 


This  increase  in  the  yield  of  the  wells,  together  with  a  decrease  in 
consumption,  gave  rise  to  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  amount  of  water 
pumped  from  the  auxiliary  sipply  at  Salisbury  Road,  From  this  source,  a 
total  of  2,132,000  gallons  was  pumped,  a  fall  of  2,781,000  gallons  on  the 
J957  figures,  or  an  average  of  7,800  gallons  per  day.  The  total  consumption 
of  water  in  the  town  was  43,668,000  gallons,  a  decrease  of  1,262,000  gallons 
on  the  year,  or  3,VX)  gallons  per  day,  a  similar  decrease  to  that  which 
occurred  during  1957,  and  probably  due  to  the  wet  summer  and  autumn  experienced 
last  year.  The  average  daily  consumption  in  the  town  during  1958  was 
119,600  gallons  or  35  gallons  per  head  of  population. 

^ualit^r.  IXaring  the  year,  41  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  an  increase  of  ten  over  the  previous  year.  All  these  samples 
were  satisfactory  except  for  one  each  from  the  boosted  and  gravity  supplies. 
Cheek  samples  and  follow  up  in  both  cases  proved  satisfactory. 


As  a  result  of  certain  complaints  of  over^ehlor ina ted  water,  particularly 
that  drawn  from  the  auxiliary  supply  at  Salisbury  Road,  the  Council  gave 
instructions  for  the  dosage  of  chlorine  to  be  halved  in  the  water  under  its 
direct  control,  so  that  a.  residual  chlorine  reading  of  0. 1  parts  per  million 
would  be  left,  and  this  has  been  in  operation  during  the  whole  of  1958. 

New  Connections  and  Extensions.  No  extensions  or  alterations  of  the 
mains  supply  were  put  in  hand  during  the  year,  and  the  maj'crity  of  new 
connections  were  confined  to  the  new  estate  at  Belmont  Close  and  new 
development  in  B import. 

The  installation  of  new  booster  pumps  to  provide  an  adequate  standby 
on  the  high  level  supply  reached  a  further  stage  when  orders  were  placed  for 
the  work  to  commence  during  1959© 
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WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) 

Consideration  is  at  present  "being  given  to  the  laying  of  a  new  supply 
from  Ivy  Cross  to  the  Mot  combe  Road,  in  order  to  transfer  part  of  this  area 
from  gravity  to  booster  supply  to  meet  complaints  of  lack  of  pressure  and 
volume  in  the  area. 

It  is  also  probable  that  an  extension  of  the  3"  main  in  Salisbury  Road 
will  be  laid,  to  allow  for  the  development  of  an  estate  of  fourteen  houses 
during  1959® 

New  Connections  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as  follows;-* 

Domestic  use  9 

Agricultural  purposes  - 

Other  purposes  1 

Domestic  Supply.  1,062  houses  (having  an  approximate  population  of 
3., 278)  are  served  with  the  public  supply  into  the  house,  37  houses  (having 
an  approximate  population  of  62)  are  served  by  outside  standpipes  only. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  has  beai  slightly  reduced  during 
the  year  to  1,099  as  a  result  of  the  confirmation  of  the  clearance  of  two 
areas.  This  reduced  the  known  number  of  houses  served  by  standpipes,  but 
during  the  year,  a  survey  was  made  of  all  houses  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  actual  standpipe  supplies,  and  this  has  been  found  to  be  37  properties 
serving  a  population  of  ©2  persons,  rather  moi'e  than  has  been  returned  in 
previous  years.  It  is  expected  that  with  the  possible  extension  of  clear¬ 
ance  projects  and  the  effects  of  improvement  grants,  the  number  of  stand¬ 
pipe  supplies  will  be  gradually  eliminated, 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  disposal  areas  at  Holyrood  Farm,  Paynes  Place,  Ektmore  Green  and 
Long  Cross  remained  basically  the  same  as  in  previous  years  with  minor 
blockages  occurring  on  the  outfall  branches  at  Holyrood  Farm.  In  some 
cases  new  lengths  of  pipe  had  to  be  laid,  but  no  conplaants  were  received 
of  any  nuisances  occurring.  Long  Cross,  however,  still  gives  rise  to 
complaint  as  a  result  of  the  crude  outfalls  and  plans  are  still  under  con¬ 
sideration  for  improvements  in  the  method  of  disposal. 

Blockages  continue  to  occur  in  the  Tanyard  Lane  sewer,  where  the  old 
pipes  have  come  to  the  end  of  their  useful  life.  The  Council  have  asked  for 
plans  to  be  prepared  for  a  new  length  of  sewer  at  sufficient  depth  to  serve 
the  existing  property  and  adjacent  land  which  is  likely  to  be  developed  in 
the  near  future. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  presence  of  petrol  fumes  in  property  in 
the  High  Street,  where  the  old  brick  sewer  passes  tinder  the  existing  buildings. 
Excavations  were  made  in  order  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  sewer,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  existing  manhole  was  enlarged  and  brought  up  to  ground  level. 
This  has  provided  a  new  inspection  point  but  did  not  reveal  any  serious 
deterioration  of  the  condition  of  the  sewer. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection.  The  kerbside  weekly  refuse  collection  arrangements  remained 
the  same  as  in  previous  years.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council 
decided  to  take  action,  to  see  that  regulation  dustbins  are  provided  in  all 
cases.  For  years,  occupiers  of  premises  have  been  allowed  to  use  all  manner 
of  unsuitable  containers,  and  it  is  now  hoped  that  by  the  middle  of  1959  the 
main  streets  will  look  tidier  by  the  display  of  properly  covered  bins  on  the 
pavements.  Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  difficulty  of  older  persons  in 
carrying  these  regulation  aim  bins  to  the  roadside,  and  it  has  been  agreed 
that  greater  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  fact  that  old.  age  pensioners  and 
incapacitated  persons  can  have  their  bins  carried  out  to  the  refuse  vehicle 
after  application  to  the  Public  Health  Department  or  upon  submission  of  medical 
evidence  of  their  inability  to  carry  out  their  refuse  containers. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  (Continued) 


Disposal,.  No  change  has  occurred  in  the  method  of  disposal  at  the 
Salisbury  Road  tip,  where  a  partial  system  of  controlled  tipping  is  carried 
out.  The  mound  of  refuse  in  this  area  is  increasing,  in  spite  of  the  result 
of  tip  fires  over  the  past  few  years.  Uneven  settlement  of  the  tip  surface 
is  making  it  increasingly  difficult  to  keep  the  surface  tidy  and  properly 
trimmed  and  cut.  As  tipping  continues,  it  is  becoming  mere  obvious  that 
bulldozing  and  levelling  plant  will  have  to  he  hired  to  *iron  out*  the 
irregular  areas  which  have  already  been  used,  and  to  import  mere  soil  for 
covering  down  during  this  process. 

Rat  infestation  is  kept  within  bounds  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Rodent  Operators,  but  a  large  number  of  complaints  continue  to  be  received 
as  to  the  amount  of  fly  infestation.  A  powder  blower  was  purchased  by  the 
Council  for  the  distribution  of  Lindane  powder  over  the  tipping  sus:  face  every 
week,  but  this  is  neutralised  to  some  extent  by  the  prevailing  high  winds  in 
this  exposed  position,  and  this  treatment  has  had  to  be  augmented  by  the 
free  distribution  of  liquid  spraying  material  to  the  householders  affected  in 
the  surrounding  area,. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  setting  up  of  a  Joint  Committee  of 
local  authorities  in  the  area  to  explore  the  possibilities  of  constructing 
composting  plant  at  a  central  point  for  the  treatment  of  refuse  and  sewage 
sludge.  Specialist  Consultants  have  been  interviewed  and  the  possibilities- 
of  a  survey  of  the  area  has  been  broached,  but  no  concrete  scheme  has  yet  been 
drawn  tip. 

Street  Cleansing. 

Daily  cleansing  of  the  main  street  continues  to  be  carried  out  with  the 
less  periodic  cleansing  of  certain  other  main  streets.  Apart  from  this,  the 
majority  of  the  streets  in  the  town  receive  very  little  attention  for  street 
cleansing.  The  Council  have  agreed  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  an  advert¬ 
ising  firm  to  provide  an  increased  number  of  litter  bins  to  assist  in  the 
implementation  of  the  Litter  Act,  and  have  also  recommended  that  an.  extra  man 
be  engaged  during  1959  for  street  cleansing  purposes  only.  If"  this  is 
implemented,  a  start  can  then  be  made  for  regular  sweeping  of  all  streets  in 
the  town  and  a  rota  system  organised. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  in  this  matter  during  the  past  year. 

SHOPS  ACT. 


The  Borough  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the  administration 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  within  the  Borough. 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out 
No®  of  defects  found  ________ 

No.  of  notices  served  _ 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  __ 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937.  (Continued  over) 


86 

10 

12 

9 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1957. 


No.  of  premises 

on  register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  -vh.ich  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

21 

54 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section.  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  9  premises) 

8 

21 

2 

Total  - 

30 

79 

5 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 

Found 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

Other  offences 

1 

- 

Total  - 

5 

4 

No.  of  outworkers  =  72. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS, 

There  is  one  public  open  air  bath  in  the  Borough. 

The  bath  was  restricted  in  use  somewhat  by  the  bad  summer  weather  dinring 
19583  but  nevertheless  it  remains  a  popular  recreational  facility  for  the  town. 
During  term  time  the  local  schools  have  made  full  use  of  the  bath,  and  almost 
all  available  period  s  during  the  day  have  been  booked  up.  An  innovation  was 
the  introduction  of  an  "Adults  only8  period  on  Thursday  evenings,  but  in  spite 
of  the  request  for  this  concession,  in  practise,  it  was  very  poorly  supported. 

The  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  bath  were  all  satisfactory  and,  with 
the  purchase  of  pH  discs  far  the  Lovibcsnd  Comparator,,  sanples  can  now  be 
taken  m,  the  spot,  and  the  regulating  of  the  quality  of  the  water  can  be 
controlled  more  easily. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

No  new  licences  for  the  siting  of  moveable  dwellings  were  issued  and,  of 
the  two  outstanding  licences  issued  for  single  caravans  during  1957,  one  was 
discontinued,  after  temporary  use  and  the  other,  at  Long  Cross,  remains  in  use 
for  seasonal  occupation  only. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken,  during  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  194-9 


The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949  are  carried,  out  in  the  district  by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent 
Committee  whose  activities  cover  the  five  districts  in  North  Dorset  and  the 
Beam in at er  Rural  District. 

The  Rodent  Officer  and  his  operatives,  have  continued  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  number  of  infestations  reported  within  the  Borough.  The  infestation 
of  private  and  business  premises  has  been  small,  but  they  have  received,  prompt 
attention.  The  main  sources  of  infestation,  as  in  previous  years,  continue 
to  be  the  refuse  tip  at  Salisbury  Road  and  the  sewers,  whilst  no  infestation 
has  been  noted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Littledowi  Abattoir.  At  the 
refuse  tip,  visits  and  treatments  have  been  made  almost  every  week,  but 
re- infestation  i3  so  rapid  that,  of  necessity,  the  work  must  be  continuous. 

The  sewer  infestation  has  not  assumed  large  proportions,  but  owing  to  the 
cessation  of  the  control  of  farms  by  the  Ministry  Agriculture  staff,  more 
work  has  been  placed  upon  the  Committee's  operatives,  and  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  carry  out  the  routine  check  and  baiting  of  the  sewers  during 
1958. 


During  the  year,  forty-eight  notifications  were  received  of  rat  or  mice 
infestation,  upon  which  the  operatives  made  two  hundred  and  thirteen  visits 
to  the  properties  concerned  and  those  surrounding  them  and  effected  eighty- 
two  treatments. 


RAC  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951. 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  under  this 

Act. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1951. 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  axe  registered  or  licensed  under  this 

Act* 


SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS). 


Several  inspections  have  been  made  at  all  schools  and  school  canteens 
in  the  area  with  officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  Although,  in 
some  cases,  there  is  still  room  for  improvement,  particularly  in  the  older 
and  smaller  schools,  the  outstanding  items  are  not  of  major  importance. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  &  1931  -  Section  47. 


No  action  was  called  for  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


HOUSING, 


(Continued  Overleaf) 


HOUSING, 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  1 ,099 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year  283 

No.  of  inspections  made  5o2 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  94 

No.  of  informal  notices  coop  lied  with  82 

No,  of  statutory  notices  served  Nil 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  Nil 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  1(T~ 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  5 

Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  respect 
of  such  houses  — 

Demolition  Orders  made  Nil 

Undertakings  accepted  for  - 


Closure  Nil 

Reconditioning  2 

Other  Action  3 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year  Nil 

Overcrowding. 

No  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year. 


Houses  Let  in 


No  houses  in  the  Borough  are  known  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 


Requisitioned  Premises. 

One  house  was  held  by  the  Council  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the 

year. 


Rehousing. 

Six  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
Housing  Applications. 


Resident  within  the  district  _ _ _ 40 

Resident  without  the  district  _ _ 14 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  carried  out  a  review  of  all 
their  outstanding  housing  applications.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  little 
new  housing  was  ccntenplated  in  the  near  future,  all  persons  who  neither 
lived  nor  worked  in  the  Borough  were  informed  that  there  was  no  possibility 
of  their  being  rehoused,  by  the  Council.  Of  the  mmainder,  a  certain  number, 
who  were  considered  to  be  adequately  housed  for  the  present  were  informed 
that  they  world  be  placed  on  a  supplementary  list,  and  could  not  expect  very 
early  consideration.  Thus  the  number  of  applicants  was  reduced  to  a  total 
of  54s  18  of  whom  were  to  be  considered  for  old  persons  dwellings  only,  7 

placed  an  the  supplementary  list,  and  29  only  retained  on  the  normal  housing 
lr  st. 

Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

No  new  dwellings  were  provided  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  Eight 
new  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  Six  houses  were  'improved* 

during  the  year  with  improvement  grants. 

During  the  year  confirmation  was  received  of  the  Clearance  Order  involving 
five  houses  at  Church  Hill,  Enmcre  Green  and  the  Conpulsory  Purchase  Order 
of  the  three  houses  in  the  Clearance  Area  No.  3  (St.  James  Street).  This 
left  the  way  open  for  the  clearance  of  these  sites  and  the  erection  of  new 
dwellings*  in  St.  James. 
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By  the  end.  of  the  year  no  action  had  been,  taken  to  this  end. 

It  is  now  four  years  since  the  Council  provided  any  new  houses  for  general 
purposes  or  the  rehousing  of  persons  from  slum  dwellings* 

The  difficulty  cf  having  insufficient  Council  houses  available  to  make 
allocations  available  to  persons  living  in  Clearance  areas  has  held  up  the 
clearance  of  these  sites  and  in  turn  has  made  the  representation  of  unfit 
dwellings  a  waste  of  officials  time  and  useless.  If  the  Council  intends  to 
implement  its  duty  in  respect  to  slum  clearance  it  must  undoubtedly  proceed 
with  further  new  building  without  further  delay. 

Improvement  of  Existing  Dwellings. 

Certain  improvements  in.  housing  conditions  have  been  brought  about  by 
the  operation  of  Improvement  Grants  and  this  has  meant  a  further  small 
contribution  of  six  houses  brought  -up  to  standard  during  the  year.  Similar 
improvements  were  effected  to  twenty  pre-war  Council  houses  by  the  install¬ 
ation  of  hot  water  systems  and  wash  basins,  and  this  now  leaves  only  twelve 
houses  out  cf  two  hundred  and  fourteen  Council  houses  without  hot  water  systems, 
and  these  only  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  the  tenants  either  do  not  want  such 
improvements  or  cannot  afford  them. 

Building  costs  are  such  that  few  owners  are  prepared  to  invest  in  new 
property  for  letting,  and  maintenance  costs  are  so  high  that  those  owners 
who  own  rented  property  are  selling  such  property,  as  it  becomes  vacant,  for 
the  new  owner/occupier  to  take  advantage  of  the  improvement  grants  rather  than 
they  themselves  should  expend  the  money  on  a  very  problematic  return  or  invest¬ 
ment.  It  still  remains  doubtful  whether  it  is  mere  economic  to  improve  old 
property  as  against  the  building  of  new  and  up-to-date  houses.  In  fact,  it 
has  been  found  that  the  older  properties  are  more  eapensive  and  the  only 
advantage  is  to  be  found  in  the  retention  of  the  old  character  cf  the  district 
which,  in  the  more  congested  areas,  can  be  nullified  by  the  lack  of  amenity 
and  air  space.  Amongst  the  majority  of  younger  families  of  the  community, 
the  modem  cheaper  Council  house  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  more  expensive 
improved  old  house. 

In  this  district,  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  1954  has  failed 
to  bring  about  any  appreciable  improvement  in  the  condition  of  rented 
properties,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  there  has  been  any  increase  in  the 
rents  cf  many  houses  so  that,  by  and  large,  neither  the  tenants  nor  the 
landlords  have  reaped  much  benefit  from  the  Act. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


Milk. 


The  only  material  change  in  the  organisation  of  milk  supplies  was  the 
closing  ©f  Messrs  Hlghnam8  s  Dairy  at  Gillingham,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
milk  round  to  another  dairyman  in  Shaftesbury.  This  dairy  now  retails 
all  the  milk  sold  in  the  town  apart  from  a  producer/retailer 5  s  business 
in  the  ^kunore  Green  area. 


The  number  of  samples  shown,  as  having  been  taken,  in  the  course  of 
delivery  are  those  taken  by  sampling  officers  of  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  do  net  include  the  number  of  samples  taken  from  school  supplies. 

Food  &  Drugs  Ac^.  u 935.  (Continued  over) 
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Pood.  &  Drugs  Act„  1955. 


No.  of  'dealers8  subject  to  registration  by  the 
District  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the  Milk 

(Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.. _  1 

No.  of  'dealers'  subject  to  licensing  under 
regulation  14  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  _  1 

No0  of  'dairies'  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration  under  regulation  8  ©f  the  Milk 

and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  __ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ Nil 

Noe  of  'distributors'  subject  to  registration 
wider  regulation  8  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations,  1949  2 


No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during  the 
years- 


Passed.  Failed.  Total. 
Tuberculin  Tested  4  -  4 

Pasteurised  15  -  15 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations.  1949  -  Regulation  20. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

Other  £ood  Premises. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  by  type  of  business  s- 


Hotels,  restaurants,  cafes  and 

boarding  houses  _ 9 


Canteens  -  School  and  woikplace 

£ 

Confectioners 

3. 

Meat  and  Fish 

8 

Grocers 

1 

Mixed  Stores 

 1 

Boarding  Schools  and  other 

residential  institutions 

2 

Food  f  actorie  s 

Nil 

Stalls 

Nil 

Other 

& 

No.  of  above  subject  to  registration  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  in  respect  of  - 

Ice-cream  _ _  1 8 

Sausages  &  prepared  meats  7 

Fish  and  Chips  2 

No.  of  samples  of  ice-cream  submitted  for  Methylene  Blue 
Test  __________________________________ _  Nil 

No.  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year  _____________ _ 61 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  _  105 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1 955  -  1956. 

The  first  surge  of  improvements  resulting  from  the  passing  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955  has  now  died  down,  and  whilst  a  certain  amount  of 
inprovements  continue  to  be  made  in  certain  classes  of  food  premises,  the 
general  level  of  hygiene  has  become  more  or  less  static,'  and  little  Initiative 
in  hygiene  matters  seems  to  stem  from  the  trade  side  or  their  employers. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  food  hygiene  is  a  matter  for  constant 
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constant  vigilance  and  improvement  and  it  is  not  sufficient  to  pay 
technical  allegiance  to  any  Regulations  nor  spasmodic  efforts  to  improve  def¬ 
iciencies.  The  Regulations  are  principally  a  guide  to  every  person  engaged 
in  food  handling,  a  corrective  for  the  'back-slider’,  and  should  be  a  spur 
for  the  conscientious  trader. 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment  Etc)  Regulations.  1947  -  1932, 

All  ice-cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  supplied  pre-packed  and  none  is 
manufactured  locally. 

Byelaws  in  respect  of  Handling  and  Wrapping  of  Food  Etc. 

Such  Byelaws  are  operative  within  the  Borough. 

Food  Inspection. 

Slaughterhous es.  There  is  only  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the 
Borough. 

Littledown  Abattoir.  Although  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year  decreased  over  the  previous  year,  a  considerable  increase 
was  shown  in  all  sections  except  calves,  where  the  number  fell,  a  reflection 
upon  the  poor  calf  trade  during  1958. 

In.  spite  of  the  reduction  in  numbers,  increased  inspection  has  had  to  be 
carried  out  because  of  the  high  increase  in  the  number  of  Gat'd  e  and  pigs 
slaughtered,  these  requiring  much  more  time  spent  upon  them  than  either 
calves  or  sheep,  although  the  latter  showed  a  marked  increase  in  numbers 
also.  The  total  number  of  visits  increased  by  25  and  the  hours  of  inspection 
by  21  hours,  directly  as  a  result  of  the  larger  number  of  cattle  slaughtered. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  localised  tuberculosis  in  cows, 
but  the  incidence  was  still  comparatively  low,  and  not  as  high  as  was 
expected  with  the  commencement  of  the  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Area  Scheme. 
With  the  conpulsory  slaughter  of  all  reactors  in  the  area,  it  was  expected 
that,  initially,  a  much  higher  increase  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
would  be  found  amongst  cows  in  particular.  It  may  be,  of  course,  that  the 
majority  of  reactors  were  directed  to  other  abattoirs  by  the  Ministry  of 
Ag  riculture’s  Veterinary  Officers  directing  the  scheme  in  this  Area. 

Only  one  case  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  was  found,  and  at  0.2%  the  incidence 
was  very  low  indeed.. 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

The  same  system  of  voluntary  surrender  of  tinned  foodstuffs  operates 
with  proprietors  of  food  shops,  where  condemnation  certif icates  are  issued 
and  the  tinned  goods  disposed  of  at  the  Council's  ref  vise  tip.  Whilst 
this  system  works  satisfactorily,  it  is  obvious  that  inspectors  are  being 
used  to  condemn  food  principally  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  economics  of 
the  trade  and  not  primarily  for  the  safety  of  the  consumer.  When  the  time 
comes  that  food  wholesalers  will  accept  the  word  of  the  food  retailer  with 
regard  to  condemned  or  unsaleable  articles  and  replace  or  credit  such 
articles,  then  the  food  inspector  will  not  be  approached  for  condemnation 
certificates. 

Disposal  of  condemned  meat  at  the  abattoir  is  carried  out  by  the 
occupier  through  the  medium  of  a  pet  shop  in  a  nearby  area,  and  small 
quantities  of  offal  are  disposed  of  to  a  local  farmer  for  pig  food  where 
such  premises  possess  properly  operated  steam  sterilising  boilers.  The 
advent  of  the  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations,  1959  will  mean 
that  fll  1  such  he  at  will  have  to  be  stained  compulsorily  in  the  future. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

252 

197 

2,047 

141 

154 

Number  Inspected 

252 

197 

2,047 

141 

154 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticierci: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

7 

19 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

28 

54 

8 

11 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cystic erci 

11.5$ 

31.0$ 

1.3$ 

7.8$ 

3.2$ 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  cord  aimed 

2 

21 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.&/0 

11.2$ 

— 

2. 6$ 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

_ 

«• 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Butcher  a 8  Shops  and  Other  Premises,, 


No  meat  was  condemned  at  Butchers0  Shops  for  bone  taint  or  other  causes,  and 
the  quantities  of  tinned  goods  condemned  further  decreased  by  Q06  to  an  infinitesmal 
amount  compared  with  the  annual  turnover  of  goals  in  shops  in  the  area,  as 
instanced  by  the  following  figures  s- 


Tinned  Meat  58  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit  44  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  2-k  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  \\  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  15  lbs. 


Total  121  lbs. 
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Total  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned 


8.346  lbs. 


Basement  Bakehouses, 

There  is  one  basement  bakehouse  in  the  town  which  is  licensed  for 
use  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  in  so  far  as  the  premises  are  considered 
suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  ( INCLUDING  HOUSING)  CARRIED  OUT. 


Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  2 .450 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ _  251 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  234 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  _ _  Nil 


Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  Nil 

No.  of  prosecutions  Nil 


E.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Other  than  Tuberculosis  - 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Notified. 


Tub  erculo  sis  - 


Measles  138 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 


New  Cases  Notified. 
Respiratory  N  on~R  e  sp ir at  ory 


1 


Nil 


F.  RADIATION  HAZARDS 


Artificial  Radiation  Hazards. 


During  the  year  I  considered  it  necessary  to  draw  your  attention  to 
a  new  threat  to  the  public  health,  which  as  yet  is  more  potential  than 
real,  but  one  which  can  be  expected  to  increase  year  by  year.  You 
accepted  my  recommendation  that  your  Public  Health  Officers  should  be 
afforded  every  opportunity  to  enlarge  their  knowledge  of  this  subject 
and  accepted  in  principle  a  proposal  for  monitoring  your  district  for 
background  radiation.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  I  did  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  make  any  further  recommendation  with  regard  to  a  local 
monitoring  service,  whilst  awaiting  the  results  of  Government  and  other 
action  in  this  matter. 

The  position  will,  however,  require  to  be  watched  very  carefully  to 
ensure  that  Local  Authorities  (and  their  Officers)  are  allowed  to  take 
their  proper  place  (as  environmental  health  authorities)  in  the  control 
of  artificial  radiation  hazards. 


NOEL  F„  PEARSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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